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Relationships Between Sexual Identity and Risk-Taking Behavior 
 
My poster shows that sexual minorities (SMs) partake in more substance use compared 
to heterosexual participants. Our findings are consistent with previous studies who’ve examined 
this relationship. To gather participants, we provided a link to our Qualtrics questionnaire on 
social media and hung flyers around a New England University. Participants had to be at least 
18 years old to participate. In total, our study had 261 participants (171 heterosexual; 72 SMs). 
The majority of our sample consisted of White, cisgender women, which could jeopardize study 
generalizability.  
Our results display a chi-squared analysis of substance use for our two groups. This 
method was used to examine if either of our groups showed more substance using behavior 
than the other group. Of the substances listed, we found that SMs used significantly more 
cigarettes, opiates, sleeping pills, and stimulants than our heterosexual group. We also found 
significance for marijuana use, but heterosexual participants reported using this particular 
substance more than our SM participants. Other substances examined (e.g. cocaine) did not 
show significant differences between the two groups. This study finds that SMs have more risky 
behavior in the context of substance use. If we were to do this study again, we would prioritize 
collecting a more representative sample to draw comparisons for risky behavior between SMs 
and gender minorities.  
Future analyses discussed in the project abstract (i.e. differences between levels of 
depression, anxiety, and stress) will be submitted for publication at a later date. If you are 
interested in the analyses of the other behaviors, please email the lead author at 
emily_taft@my.uri.edu​.  
